CONSTITUTION OF THE PIT RIVER TRIBE
PREAMEBLE

The Pit River Tribe, a Tribe of eleven (11) autoncmous bands of Indians that
adopted & formal written Constitution on August 16, 1964, for the purpose of
securing cur Rights & Powers inherent in our Sovereign status as reinforced by
the laws of the United States, developing and protecting Pit River (Ajumawi-
Atsugewi) ancestral lands and all other rescurces, preserving peace and order
in our community, promoting the general welfare of our psople and our
descendants, protecting the rights of the Trike and of our members, and
preserving our land base, culture and identity, does hereby establish this
revised Constitution.

ARTICLE I - NAME

The name of this entity is the Pit River Tribe (Ajumawl - Atsugewi Nation)
comprised of the eleven (11) autonomous bands: Ajumawi, Atsugewi, Atwamsini,
Ilmawi, Astarawi, Hammawi, Hewisedawi, Itsatawi, Apcorige, Kosalektawl and
Madesi, that since time immemorial have resided in the area known as the
100-mile sguare, located in parts of Shasta, Siskiyou, Mcdoc, and Lassen
Counties in the State of Czlifcornia, as referred to in Pit River Docket No.
347, (7 ICC 815 at 844), Indian Claims Commission.
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ARTICLE II - TERRITORY AND JURISDICTION

tion 1. Territory. The territory of the Tribe consists of all ancestral
ands recognized by the Indian Claims Commission in its July 29, 1959, (7

ian Claims Commission, 815-853 Appendices A & B pages 1-49) findings of
t and opinion in Docket No. 347, i.e., the 100-mile square as described in
Docket No. 347, and specifically including, but not limited to, the XL Ranch,
Montgomery Creel, Poa ing CreeX, Big Bend, Burney, Lookout and Likely
Rancherias, the 13 acres desded to the United States by the State of
California in trust for the Pit River Home and Agricultural Cooperative
Aszociation as trustee for the Tribe, Modoc County Assesscr's parcels
013-172-07 and 013-191-01, and any other property that hereafter may be
acquirad by or for the Trilke.

Section Z. Jurisdiction. The jurisdiction of the Tribe under this
Constitution shall extend throughout its territory. Nothing in this Article
shzll be construed to limit the ability of the Pit River Trike
(Ajumawi-Atsugewi Nation) to exercise its jurisdiction to the fullest extent
permitted by Federal law, including but not limited to, lands, waters,
properties, alr space, fish and wildlife and other resources.
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ARTICLE ITII - MEMBERSHIP

Secticn 1. Memrership Criteria. Membership in the Pit River Tribe

(Ajumawi-Atsugewi Nation) shall be open to all persons who meet the following
criteria: -

a. He/She is at least 1/4 Pit River Indian blood and is not enrolled
in any other federally recognized Trike.

b. Any child born to enrolled members regardless of blood gquantum and

as long as he/she is not enrolled in any other feaerally recognized
Tribe.

Section 2. Base Membership Roll. There shall be a Base Membership Roll which'
shall consist of the persons who are deemed to have met the criteria set forth
in Section 1 hereof by virtue of any one of the following:

z. He/She was accepted into Tribal membership under the Constitution
adopted on August 16, 1964, or

b. He/She was listed by the Bureau of Indian Affairs as ellglbl to
register to vote in the election of the Constitution Drafting
Cormittee held on December 10, 1883, or

Bl He/She was listed as a Pit River Indizn on the 1928 Census roll and’
is at least 1/4 Indian blood or dsscendant thereof.

Saction 3. Enrollment of Additionzl Members. All other persons who hereafter
meet the criteria sst forth in Section 1, and Section 2, shall ke eligible to
enroll for membership under an ordinance hereafter enacted by the Tribal
Councll

Section 4. Revocation of Memkership by Enrollment in another Federally
Recoanized Tribe. Membership in the Nation shall be automatically revoked
rson's enrolling as a member of any other federally reccognized Indian
Trike. vy person whose membership is revoked for this reascn may be
*e1nstateﬂ a2s a member of the Pit River Trike (Ajumawi-Atsugewi ] Vat1on) upon
nis/her sutmission of proof to the Tribal Council that he/she has withdrawn
his/ner enrcllment in all other federally recognized Indian Tribes or, in the
a1ternative, that he/she has taken all necessary and resonable steps to
affectuate a withdrawal of his/her enrollment in all other federzlly

ceqnized Indian Tribes.
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ARTICLE IV - BILL OF RIGHTS
ite (Rjumawi-Atsugewi Nation) in exercising its powers shall
persons subject to its jurisdiction the applicable
forth in the Indian C1v11 Rights 2ct of April 1, 1988, (82
t as may ke inconsistent with the exercise of the Trite's right
ijonzl form of Tribal Fovevﬂﬂerb.
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ARTICLE V - OCCUPANCY PRIVILEGES OF EXISTING RESIDENTS OF TRIBAL LANDS

Section 1. XL Ranch. There are on the XL Ranch certain lands and structures
which have keen assigned to specific persons under revocable permits issued by
the Bureau of Indian Affairs and/or the Pit River Eome and Agricultural
Ccoperative Association. Said revocable permits did not create or confer uporn
any individual any vested rights to XL Ranch lands or improvements, and the
Tribe does not reccgnize the existence of any such rights. However, in order
to avoid the imposition of undue hardship upon Tribal memkers who in good
faith have lived on the X1 Ranch pursuant to and in compliance with such
revocable permits, the Tribe hereby establishes the following procedure to
ensure that said members receive preference in the assignment of such Tribai
lznds as they heretofore have used and cccupied under and in compliance with
revocable permits:

a. Each person holding revccable homesite and farm/pasture field permits on
February 3, 1975, shall be entitled to apply for 2 lifetime, non-inheritable
assignment of the same homesite and farm/pasture field, subject to the same
terms and conditions as his/her revocable p_rmlt in effect on February 3,
1675, and such application shall be granted in accordance with procedures
established pursuant to Section 3 of this Article;

Hh

b. If the permit-holder as of February 3, 1975, is deceased, his/her resident
spouse or zn adult Indian member of the deceased permittee's immediate family
who was an actuzl and permanent resident of the decezsed permittes's household
on the XL Banch con February 3, 1975, shall ke entitlied to apply for the
non-inheritable lifetime assignment for which the deceased permittee would
nave been eligible if living. No further or other preferences in the
assignment of Tribal lands shall be given;

o o permittee f February 3, 1975, shall be entitled to the preferential
assignment of more than one homesite and/or farm/pasture field; no permittee
or successor of a deceased permittee shall be entitled to the preferentizl
Gnment of any land not actually permitted to him/her or his/her

ssor on Februzry 3, 1975;
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ermittee to whom a lifetime assignment is made and who actually was
raising cattle on the XL Ranch on February 3, 1975, shall ke
i during the duration of his/her assignment to continue to use the XL Ranch
zing lands to raise his/her own cattle, provided that the Tribal Council
e full authority to assign ail grazing lands and to determine the
attle which may be pastured on each grazing unit.
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Section 2. Rancherias. This section shall include the unalloted Pit River
trust lands known as Big Bend, Montgomery Creek, Roaring Creek, Likely,
Tookout and the forty (40) acres acquired adjacent to Montgomery Creek in
1984. Each Pit River Indian head-of-household who is an actual resident on
the effective date of this Constitution and who has resided thereon for at
least three (3) vyears prior to the date or has moved off the Rancheria for
sccio-economic reasons with the intent to re-establish residency shall be
guaranteed continued use and occupancy of such residence and other real
property upon application to the Tribal Council. All others who are residents
on the effective date of this Constitution have the right to apply for a
homesite. The Tribal Council retains the right to accept or deny all
applications subject to the right of appeal to the Tribal court established
pursuant to Section l(o) of Article VII.

Section 3. The Tribal Council shall enact a tribal ordinance governing the
use, assignment, permitting, lease or other disposition of lands, interests in
lands and resources of the Trike consistent with this Cons titution and Federzl
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ARTICLE VI - TLEGISLATIVE & EXECUTIVE

n

e jon 1. Legislative Department. The Legislative Department of the Tribe
1 be the Tribal Council, composad of the elected Representatives of the
1even (11) cemponent Bands. Candidates for Band representatives to the
ribal Council (Councilperson) shall be nominated from among and electsd by
the majority vote of those band members in attendance at the annual Tribal
election mesting in Bugust, or at & specially-called band r"eetlng within
thirty (30) days after the annual meesting. 211 Council positions will ke for
the term of one (1) year.
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Section 2. Executive Department. The Executive Department of the Trike shall
e the Tribe s Officers, and shall consist of the Lrlbal Chalrman

v, Recording Secretary, Treasurer and
ergeant—at—ﬁrms. It shall ke the responsibility of the Executive Department
to carry out the laws and policies enacted by the Tribal Council. The Tribal
Chairman shall be elected for a term of two (2) years; all other officers
shall be elected for a term of one (1) year. These positions shall te filled
from znd elected by the gensr

rl

neral membership at the annual meeting in August.

ARTICLE VII - POWERS

Section 1. Tribal Council. The Tribal Council shall have the following
. rd

=. To negotiate, consult and contract with
Jjovernments, private enterprises S
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To employ and discharge legal counsel; the choice of counsel and
fixing of fees are subject to the approval of the Secretary of the
Interior as long &s such approval is regquired by Federal law.

To prevent the sale, disposition, lease or encumbrance of Tribal
1ands, interests in land or other Tribal assets that are not in the
rest interest of the tribe.

To Charter and requlate independent organizations, subordinate
organizations, committees and boards of officials of the Tribe and
delegate powers as appropriate, retaining the right to supervise and
rescind delegated powers.

To plan and manage all economic affairs and enterprises of the
Trike.

To regulate the use of Tribal privileges and property.

To disburse Tribzl funds as the Council deems zppropriate for the
Fenefit of the Tribe.

To promote and protect the health, peace

morzls, education, safety
znd welfare of the Trike, 1 b
overn

other persons within its
tzl memcers while on Triba

s Moo

ropercy .

To regulate all 2dministrative and Legislatlve rodies of the Tribe,
Tribal agencies, officers and organizations.

To levy such taxes as may be deemed appropriate Cn persons,

property and business enterprises that are under Tribal jurisdiction.
The Tribal Council shall determine the rate and use of such taxes.

To provide for the exclusion of persons from Tribal property or
membersnio for good cause. Such exclusion shall ke pursuant to a
e that provides for dues process of law.

To assign, lease or regulate Tribal lands, interssts in lands or
other Tribal assets, subject to such approval for leasing as may be
required by Federal law.

No single Council memrcer or group of Council members can act con
rehalf of the Tribe without the app of the Council.

To form or join Tribal cour Indian
organizations for the purpose ting the rights of
the Tribe and its members u are Act of 1S68
{25 U.S.C. Section 1901, et urisdiction over
Indian child custocdy precees Indian Chilgd
welfare 2Act (25 U.S.C. Sect
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To sue on behalf of the Trike.

To enact on Ordinance providing for the establishment of an

appointed advisory committee of elders to consult with the Council on
matters pertaining to Tribal lands, membership and traditions.

To enact all ordinances and resolutions which shall be necessary
and proper for carrying into effect the foresgoing powers.

To exercise zll powers vested in it by existing law, Tribal

traditions and applicable Federal and State law, and such further
powers as may in the future be granted to the Tribal Council by members
of the Tribe, the United States or the State of Califormia.

Band Powers. Fach Band shall have the following powers:

ve 1ts own membership subject to eligibility

forth in Article III - Mem,erCHﬁp, and to keep &
k!

The Band is to ap
s
1 not to allow dual enrollment in other ancestral

requirement
n

current ba

s
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i
ribe as a whole.

To form & cultural resource committee to protect and promote its
individuzal heritage

To chose and elect a person of its choice to represent the band
on the Tribal Council,and to elect an alternate Council person who may
sit in the zbsence of i

The Band is an ahtoncrous unit within the Trike and has tPe right
2

ﬁPrtlc1Dabe at a spec1a;l'

¢
conducted for that purpose b e Trike's Election Commwtbeu. A Band

whicn has elected not to par ipate in Tribal affairs may rescind that
election bv the vote of z ity of the registered voters of the Eand
n

b
v

at a specially-called duly—petit oned and noticed meeting conducted
Electi

on Committee.

To waive
nowaver,
majority

called,




b. To veto decisions of the Tribal Council under the procedures of
ricle IX, Elections.

c. To decide issues of land sales, with no provisions for absentes
balloting on such issues.

d. To exercise any rights and powers vested in the Trike, but not
expressly referrad to in this Constitution; however, such exercise
shall be by vote of a majority of the registered voters voting thereon
at a meeting duly called, noticed and convened for that express purpossa.

ARTICLE VIII — DUTIES OF OFFICERS

Section 1. Tribal Chairman. The Chairman shall exercise the following povers

and such other powers as the Tribal Council may assicgn:

5. The Chairman shall preside at all meetings in accordance with the
provisions of this Constitution;

The Chairman shzll execute for and on behalf of the Pit River Trike
(Ajumawi-Atsugewi Nation) any and all papers, documents and writings
authorized by the Council at any annual, regular or special meeting
thereof; B

[

authorized by the Tribal Council;
4. The Tripal Chairman shall have general supervision over the
exacutive department of the Tribal government;

. The Chairman shall azct as the official spokesman or representa
of the Tribe, except when the Tribal Council has designat 9!
perscn for that purpese;
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. The Chairman shall have the power to appoint an Acting Secretary
and/or Acting Recording Secretary if the absence of elther officer
renders such appointment necessary to conduct Tribal Business.

on ?. Vice-Chairman. The Vice-Chairman shall act with the powar and
rity of the Chairman in his/her absence or disability, and may, if
ized by the Chairman, assist the Chairman in the performance of his

Section 3. Secretary. The Secretary shall receive end, upon request of th
Chairman, answer or attest to the authenticity of all correspondence for th
1

Trite and the Council, and shall keep and maintain files thereof, and shall

D
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verify enrollment of Tribal memkers to appropriate agencies as well as to
maintain the base roll of the tribe and keep current the tribal memcership



Section 4. FRecording Secretary. The Recording Secretary shall keep and
maintain in a permanent record book a record and minutes of all transactions
and meetings of the Tribe and the Tribal Council, and shall upon request of
the Chairman, attest to the authenticity thereof.

Section 5. Treasurer. The Treasurer shall receive, deposit and disburse the
funds of the Tribe, and shall keep an account and records thereof in a
permanent record book, as required and directed by the Council. The
Treasurer shall disburse all funds as ordered by the Council.

Section 6. Sergeant-at-Arms. The Sergeant-at-Arms shall keep order at all
mestings of the Trike and the Tribal Council.

Section 7. Other Officers. Persons appointed/electad to such other offices
a5 the Tribal Council hereaifter may create shall have and exercise such powers
and duties as the Trikal Council may specify, consistent with this
Constitution.

ARTICLE IX - ELECTIONS

tion 1. First Election. The firs
itution shall ke hel =2 Au
atification thereof. 1
itution when this Constituti
successors ars elected her

election of officers under this
st “qrbal e twng of the Trike following
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Constitution, th
establishes an Elect
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Secticn 4. Voter Qualification. Voting in Tribal elections shall ke limited
5 (18) vears of

to enrolled Tribal members wno are at least
date of the election in which they vot
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Section 5. Racall.

z. Tribal Officers. Within thirty (30) days after receipt by the Electicn
Cormittee of a2 valid petition signed by at least fifty (50)
registered/enrolled adult members of the Tribe, the Election Commitiee shall
schedule and conduct a
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special mesting of the Tribe at which the membership shall vote by secret
ballot on the recall of any elected Tribal Officer. At least ten (10) days
cefore said meeting, the officer shall be given a copy of the recall petition
submitted to the Election Committee, and shall be given an opportunity to
address the persons attending the recall meeting kefore voting begins. Said
meeting shall be subject to the quorum provisions set forth in Article XTI,
Section 2 (a). An elected official may be subjected to recall proceedings
only once during any term of office.

p. Councilmembers. Upon representation to the Tribal Council of a petition
for the recall of a Council member, validated by the Election Committee as
signed by a majority of the enrolled/registered adult members of the Band(s)
represented by the Council member named in said petition, that member shall
deemed recalled. Within thirty (30) days after presentation of such a
cetition to the Tribal Council, the Election Committee shall schedule and
conduct among the members of the Band(s) whose Council member was recalled, a
duly-noticed special meeting at which the adult Band members shall elect a
successor Council member to serve until the next annuzl general meeting of the
Tribe.

Section 6. Initiative. Upon receipt by the Election Ceormities of a wvalid
cetition signed by at least fifty (50) of the enrolled/registered adult
members of the Trike, the Election Committee shall call and conduct within
sixty (60) days, an initiative election at a special meeting of the Trike.
Such meeting shall be for the purpose of presenting to the gqualified voters
for their determination any issue or question except recall, and as otherwise
provided by this Constitution. Said meeting shall be subject ‘to the guorum
provisions set forth in Article XI, Section 2 (a). 2 decision by the majority
of those voting shall be binding on the Tribal Council until it expires by its
owvn terms or is otherwise changed by action of the Voters. Once an initiative
issue has keen submitted to the voters and rejected, that same issue shall not
gain be considered for such action for at least six(6) months.

f)J

Section 7. Referendum. Upon receipt of a valid resolution supported by an
affirmative vote of a quorum of the Tribal Council, the Election Commities
shall refer to the voters for their determination, such issue(s) as mav be
requested by the Tribal Council. The referendum may be conducted at an znnual
or special meeting of the Trike. Said meeting shall be subject tc the quorum
provisions set forth in Article XI, Section 2 (2). 2 majority of those votina
shall decide the issue and such decisions shall ke binding on the Tribal )
Council until otherwise changed by the voters.

ARTICLE X — VACANCIES AND REMOVAL
Section 1. Officers
a. Tribal Chairman. In the event that the position of Tribal Chairman
ceccmes vacant by cdeath, resignation or incapacition, the Vice-Chairman
automatically shall succeed the Chairmanship. The Vice-Chairman shall serve
2s Chairman until the next regular ly scheduled election of Chzirman.



b. Other Elected Officers. Vacancies by reason of death, resignation or
incapacitation in the offices of Vice-Chairman, Secretary, Recording
Secretary, Treasurer and Sergeant-at-Arms shall ke filled by appointment by
the Tribzl Council within fourteen (14) days after the office becomes vacank.
Appointees shall serve until the holding of a special general election

meeting, or until the next regularly scheduled generzl election meeting,
whichever 1s sooner.

Section 2. Council Memgers

a. Vacancies on the Tribal Council shall be filled by an election conducted
by the Election Committee among the members of the Band(s) represented by the
vacant position, within thirty (30) days after the position becomes vacant.
The successor thus elected shall serve until the next regularly-scheduled
Tribal general election meeting.

b. The Tribal Council may declare a Council seat vacant if a memter misses
three (3) consecutive meetings or cormits any unlawful act which results in

financizl loss to the Tribe.
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Section 1. Tribal Council

a. Quorum. Six of the eleven elected members of the Tribal Council, or their
alternates, shall constitute a quorum Mo enactment of the Tribal Council
will ke valid in the absence of a cuorum. Once a orum i1s established zt 3
meating, it shall continue until tre meeting is officially adjourned, provide
that at least four Council mewkers zre presen

o)
o o
il e Hh

Fy

cr
.

21l Council shall ke held
ce of the Tribal Council.

0. Regular Meetings. Regular FEctlngS of the Trib
nan

lephoning or sending written
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ronthly &t a place and date established by ordin
The Tribal Secretary shall be responsible for tel
notices to each Council member so as to provide at least cne (1) day advance

notice of the meeting if the regular meeting date and/or place should have to
te changed. The Tribal Council shall have the authority to meet and act in

executive session at any Tribzl Council meeting for the purpose of discussin
and voting upon matters having to do with personnal, and when confidentialit
is necessary to protect the rights, interests and positions of the Trilke.
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our upon the written request of three (3) members of the Tribal Council,
those members who requested the special meeting may procesd to call and -

onduct the special meesting.



Section ?. General Memebrship:

a. Quorum of General Membership for purposes of Recall, Article IX, Sec. 5;
Initiative, Article Ix, Sec. 6; Referendum, Article IX, Sec. 7. Fifty

(50) Qualified voters of the tribe shall constitute a guorum at meetings of
the general membership for purposes of Recall, Initiative and Referendum. No
action of the general membership for purposes of Recall, Initiative or
Referendum shall be valid in the absence of a guorum.

b. Annual Meetings. The general memkership of the Tribe shall meet annually
in August on a date, time and place established by the Tribal Council. The
Tribal Secretary shall cause notice of the Annuzl meeting to ke given at least
thirty (30) days in advance of said meeting.

c. Speclal Meestings. Special general meetings may ke called at the
discretion of the Tribal Chairman; provided, that in each instance, a noctice
stating the date, time, place and purpose of the meeting shall ke posted and
published at least three days in advance theresof. Special meeting shall be
czlled by the Tribal Chairman upon his/her receipt of a valid reguest signed
by at least fifty (50) of the Tribe's enrolled/registered adult members, or by
resolution of the Tribal Council. The petition or resolution must state the
purpose of the meeting. If, upon validation of the petition by the Election
Committes, the Tribal Chairman doms not call and notice the meeting within
fiftesn (15) days after validation, the Tribal Vice-Chairman shall exercise
such authority.

_lTI —~ SEVERABILITY & SAVING
ATION OF PRIOR TRIE: C
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any provisions of the Constitution shall, in

1 the future, be declared
invalid by a court of competent Ju?15d1cblon, the invalid provision cor
rovisions shall ke severed and the remzining provisions shzall continue in
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ull force and effect.
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ection 2. Ratifications of Prior Tribal Actions

}_

CDnStlpULlon; and such actions
re of contituing effect.

This Constitution may be amended by 2 majority vote of the enrolled members of
the Tribe voting at an election called for that purpose by the Election
n nd/o I

It shall be the duty of

lig
Committee pursuant to Artic lu IX, Secta
ection on any progosad amendment upon the
s .

the Election Committes to czll an el

receipt of a valid petition signed by at least fifty (30) of the Tribe's
enrolled/registered azdult members, or by a resolution passad bv an affinmative
vote of a quorum of the memiers of the Trikal Council



ARTICLE XIV - ADOPTION'

This Constitution shall become effective when adopted by a majority vote of the
registered adult Pit River Tribe (Ajumawi-Atsugewi Nation) voters who cast ballots at
an election called and conducted pursuant to regulations of the Secretary of the Interior



Ferduant o o Secnelanial Election authonized by Assiszeans
SecrneZerny - Indian Affains zhe cttached Constitution weas
submiZled 2o Zhe qualified voters of Zhe Lribe and on

Avgusl 15, 1987, wes duly adopied by a vote of 51 5'0,1

and 79 cgains® and 171 casx beflots {found spoifed ox nmutifcted
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81.

-

%,4/ K Ms st //@ /ff/”

A ertschke Date
Chatnp¥nrnsen, EfLectior Boead

s

\_.‘ .
IN\argia) i/@mw
MarZho] Kalsen ]

Pax
Eleclion Boand Membex

f//z/ﬁ
e / /

0 -
C dosyica ., (i Vind _Sle/az=
cle

Jesfoed Jim T

ELeelion

end Memben

ARTIELE XUI - APPROVAL
= 4 %@Wﬁ , Assistant Secnetm

, = ; \ W 0f The Intenion

onTnatan Afjgains, by vintue of <he authority vested in me do hereby cpprove
- -~ -+~ 7 -~ 5 ; , = g pd - T

w4 Condlctulion of the PLT River Taibe (Ajwrawi-Atsugewni Hation). 1% shaif

be come effective upor aallification pursuant 1o theATole XIV o4 this

ConsZitulion. MNoihing in the approvel shall be cdnstrued as (i

action Zahen under This Constitution which would

o 4

tlt

-
s f2/ 87 U EE Vit tnnre
Ucce ‘ “AL%ETant Secnelany - Indicn Affains
WeskingZon, DC




